SANDWICH

to and from Gaul or Rome, Even in Saxon times Richborough,
as they renamed it, was more important than Sandwich, though
the latter had the unenviable distinction of becoming the head-
quarters of the Danes, who visited it yearly on their Kentish
raids. Canute, however, when he became King gave Sand-
wich to the monastery of Christ Church at Canterbury, as
compensation for the Danes* destruction of churches and
monasteries. By the reign of Edward the Confessor, Sand-
wich had become one of the chief ports in the country ;
the Doomsday survey gives the number of its burgesses
as 383, which would make it one of the largest towns in
England.

After the Conquest, when Sandwich became a Cinque Port,
it grew in importance. Like Dover it was the scene of notable
landings and departures. In 1171 Thomas a Becket landed
there on his return from exile, a return which was to end in his
murder in Canterbury Cathedral. He was met by a great
crowd * some humbly prostrating themselves to the ground,
some cheering, some weeping and all crying with one accord,
" Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, pater
orphanorum et judex viduarum."' In 1191 Richard I,
ransomed from captivity to the Emperor, landed at Sandwich
and walked from there, barefoot, to Canterbury, which had
already become a centre of pilgrimage.

Like the other Cinque Ports, Sandwich suffered from the
attacks of the French. The town was burnt in 1216, by Louis
of France, just before the signal defeat of his fleet under
Eustace the Monk by the men of Dover. In thankfulness for
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